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Seattle, Washington 98101 
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TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 

The Advisory Action mailed November 20, 2008, in the above-identified application 
noted that there is nothing in the record to affirm that a "900" telephone number equates to a 
"premium telephone number" recited in the current claim language. The Advisory Action also 
noted that this item would have to be addressed in order for the above-identified application to 
have the benefit of Application No. 09/064,797. 

In response, applicants direct attention to the attached "Premium-Rate Telephone 
Number" article downloaded from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. This article clearly shows 
that "900" numbers are equatable to "premium telephone numbers." If the Examiner feels that 
the term "premium telephone number" or, more precisely, "premium-rate telephone number" 
should be added to the specification and the claim language changed to premium-rate telephone 
number, applicant will be pleased to submit a suitable amendment or authorize the Examiner to 
do so via an Examiner's amendment. 
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Premium-rate telephone number 

r,..m Wikipedia. the free encyclopedia 

Premium-rate telephone numbers are telephone numbers foi telephone calls during which certain services are provided, and 
Cor which prices highei than normal are charged. Unlike a normal call, part of the call charge is paid to the service provider thus 
enabling businesses to he funded via the calk. While the billing is different, calls are usually routed the same way they are for a 
toll-free telephone number, being anywhere despite the area code used. These telephone numbers are usually allocated ftom a 
national telephone numbering plan in such a wa> that they are easily distinguished from other numbers. Telephone companies 
typicalh offet blocking services to allow telephone customei s to prevent access to these number ranges from their telephones. In 
sonic states, telephone companies are required by state law to offer such blocking. 

In the United Kingdom, these numbers are issued to service providers through the regulatory body Phonepa>PIus (originally 
known as ICSTIS. the Independent Committee for the Supervision of Standards of Telephone Information Services) to ensure 
ceitam community standards are adhered to both in terms of content and price. Charges are presented as part of the normal 
telephone bill. 

Other 1 IK numbers — notably 0870 and 087 1 -- are also charged at higher than standard rates These have not technically been 
classed as premium rate nvmhers. but due to public disquiet over the charges, particular!} for 087o' ' \ the regulations and prices 
for these numbers are being changed: 0871 is to be reclassified as premium rate, with all tht lobulations this status entails, while 
0870 s still under an iew, though price and regulatory changes ha\e both been suggested. 

Adult chat lines (phone sex) and tech support are a very common use of premium-rate numbers. Other services include directory 
enquiries, leather forecasts, competitions and voting (especial I) relating to television shows). Diplomatic services, such as the 
US embass} in I ondon or the UK Embassy in Washington, have also charged premium rates for calls from the general public. 

Computer criminals have used premium-rate numbers to defraud unsuspecting Internet users. One scheme involved inducing 
users lo dow nload a program known as a dialer that surreptitious!) dialed a premium-rate number, accumulating charges on the 
user's phone bill without their knowledge. Another now-uncommon premium-rate scam involves television programming that 
induces young children to dial the number, banking on the notion that they will be unaware of the charges that will be incurred. 
One \ ariant. targeted at children too young to dial a numbei , enticed children to hold the phone up to the television set while the 
1) FMF tones of the numbei were played. This type of scam was especially popular in the late '80s to early '90s in the United 
States before tougher regulations on the 900 number business forced man> of these businesses to close.' 2 ' 
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North America 

A. 1-900 telephone numbe; , in the North American Numbering Plan, usually ha> the form |-9(XMM-#rj#i/, as is often called a 

900 number or a 1-901) number ("one-nine-hundred"). Area Code 900 was first known to have been used in the United States in 

March 1 977. fot incoming calls to a nationwide talk radio broadcast featuring the newly elected President Jimm} Carter, hosted 
b\ anchorman Waltei Cronkite. At that time, the 1970s, the intent for area code 900 was as a code that blocked large numbers of 
simultaneous callers from jamming up the long distance network. Numbers with the 900 area code were those which were 
expected to have a huge number of potential callers, and the 900 area code was screened at the local level to allow only a certain 
number of callers to complete!} access the nationwide long distance network for reaching (he actual number. \ko, the 1970s 
version of 900 was not billed at premium-rate charges, but rather at regular long distance charges based on the time-of-day and 
da>-of-wcek that the call was placed. The number used for the radio program was one that was specially arranged by AT&T, 
CBS Radio, and the White House, to be free to the calling pari}. However, by 1980, the 900 area code was completely 
restructured by A I &T to be the piemium-iate special area code which it remains today. 

Farlier, 9 7 6 numbers used 976 as a local pietlv though it was not assigned to a specific telephone exchange like other prefixes. 
1 hese numbers were dialed as any other local number, such as 976-1234. 

A call to either one of these numbers can result in a high per-minute or per-call charge. For example, a "psvehic hotline" type of 
I • 900 number may charge $2.99 for the first minute and 99 cents for each additional minute. 

Initially, consumers had no choice regarding the accessibility to 900/976 numbers on their phones. However, in 1987, after a 
child had accumulated a bill of $17,000, the California Public Utilities Commission subsequently rtquiied phone companies to 
i>ivc customers an option to prevent the dialing of 900/976 numbers. 

In the early 1980s through the early 1990s, it was common to see commercials promoting 1-900 numbers io children featuring 
such things as characters famous from Saturday morning cartoons to Santa Claus. Due to complaints from parent groups about 
kids not knowing the dangers of such calls, such commercials ceased io air on television during the mid-1990s 

900 .Himbets used for adult entertainment lines was a prevalent practice in the early years of the industry This practice continues, 
alone; vv ith the use of these numbers for things such as software technical support, banking access, and stock tips. Adult 
entertainment 900 numbers have been largely absent from AT&T and MCI since 1991 (except for a short time in 2000 when 
AT<k 1 "looked the other way" in regards to adult services); the industry still suffers from the stigma attached to the early days of 
the industry when television had an onslaught of late-night television commercials with girls in hot tubs. In most cases, however, 
the caller got much less than he thought he was bargaining for. 
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Some uses of i-yut) numbers: 

• video game and ciossword puzzle lips 

■ horoscopes/psych ies 

■ dating and paily lines 

■ voting (c g for TV shows) 

■ recent winning numbers (i e. New Jersey Lottery i 

■ gambling tips 

■ phone sex 

■ Weather information (1 he Weather Channel) 

• Psolessional wrestling hotlines 

■ Scent confessions 

A T'& i has cotiJirmed that the Hulk Hogan ! lotline was the most lucrative 900 line in the United States from 1991 through 1993 
! >thcr earl >' leaders ,n amassing huge volumes of revenue were the New Kids on the Block and Dionne Warwick's "Psvchic 
I rieiids Network", 

noi'k times these have 800 number standards, but charge a toll. 

Consumers in the I «'S have specific rights regarding O00 number calls, as laid down by the Federal Trade Commission [11 
(http:,nvwwJie.t>ow'bcp'Conhiie/pubs/tmark|»''niiie.htiTi) 

Most media wt.o sponsor Q00 number programs do so by working through a 900 number service bureau. A 900 number service 
bureau works through ihe earners to gain approval for the 900 number program, then operates the equipment that processes the 
consumer's 900 number calls. MCI is currently the only 900 number provider in the United States that provides both transport 
Jiid billing for 900 numbers. In an effort to keep its overhead down. MCI maintains relationships with only four service bureaus 
in the eountiy who have direct billing relationships - MVA ( http.<"www .inva.com) , ICN (http://www.icnltd.com) , Spark 
Network Sen ices (http:--Vww.sparkns.com) . and Advanced Telecom Services (http://www.advancedtele.com) . 

Mexico 

PiCfnimn rate numbers in Mexico are served by Telmex and start with the dialing prefix 0 1-900, where 0 1 is the domestic long 
distance prefix and 900 is the premium-rate area code. These numbers are usually used for the same purposes as in the I ISA and 
most American consulates in Mexico use a premium-rate number. 

South America 



1 eitphone numbers of the form Od0O-\\x-xxxx and 0609-xxx-xxxx are premium rate numbers. The 0609 series is for 
entertainment t fixed rate), while 0600 is for services (the rate depends on the particular number). 



In Brazil, there is onh, on t premium prefix: 0500, and this number is only used b> Brazilian Internal Revenue Service (Receita 
federal ) to iik lor ilie Annual federal income Tax exemption, charged at a premium rate per call (not per minute). 

A long time ago. tHHKi was available, but now is no longer allowed. As there are no longer premium numbers, TV shows now use 
mobile numbers to leceive calls and generate revenue to their program. 

Europe 

Austria 
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The 0900 prefix is used for premium rate numbers thai charge per minute and the 0901 prefix is used tor premium rate numbers 
lhat charge b* cad I or adult content the prefix is 0930 for per minute tariffs and 093 1 for event based tariffs. 

Belgium 

Ptcmiu.n raw numbers in Belgium have the area codes 0900, 0901, 0902 and 0903 (the higher the number, the higher the price 
Croatia 

1 hi 06<« pieir is used for premium rate numbeis in Croatia. 
I /cch Republic 

Numbei s * tailing u hh 900, sHX>. 9(« and 976 ait premium rate numbers Other numbers beginning with "9" are allocated to 
o-i'.am ,»ij,4ifvations, such as 972 (C/eeh railway). 973 tMinistn of Defense), 974 (Ministry of Interior), 95x (other Ministries, 
(iovetiiment oigam/ations, ceitain a - '" 



Premium iak numbeis in Denmark have the area codes 9013. 9050 and 9055,9056. The 9013 is for helplines and chat services 

She 41)50 i paid per call) is foi TV Call-in Shows and the 9055/9056 codes are for charitable organizations. 

I low. vet. '.he regulation b ven strict. TDC (http./Avw wldc.dk) ts the only cat net offering these numbers, w ith ksvak Telecom 
f h:tp - 'P'emmm-iates commremium-rate-denrnark. ) offering numbers international!) The regulator can be found at 
hUp. -/www. itsi.dk', a shortened I nglish regulation is available here: Shoit Denmark Regulation 
ihilp '/vvvsm niemmm rates com/eountnTVduimarlu denmarkiegulation.pdf) . 

f inland 

Number, starting with 0700 and 0600 are premium rate numbers. I he 0700 series is for entertainment, while 0600 is for services 
Seveial other jvcmium codes exist, sometimes contusing consumers, who may not know if they are calling a premium number or 

IV f ii.ni T. Lomumc! , \ssoeiation has lepeatedly denounced the use of premium rate numbers. 



Nu.ni-eis starting with 08\\ are special rate numbtis They range from toil free numbers (080x) to premium numbers (089x) 
(ailed \udiotel by I ranee Telecom). Ih._re are also various moderate!} priced numbers (from about 0.03 to 0.15 €/minute) in the 
08! s and 0.S2 \ langes. Most of these numbers are not reachable horn outside Trance. 

I here ait also special 4 ditnfs numbeis in the form of 32\\. for which hilling rules can be the ones from any 08xx number to the 

I he spm rule between different piemium late numbers is not clearly defined (premium rate information numbers and premium 
rate enienahmuU numbets). 

1 ht regulator fARCE P pieviously ART ) has also issued new range foi Telephony over xDSL in the 087\ range which might 
coniase voiiMinf is. as sails to these numbers are billed as local calls nationwide. They will be superseded by the 09\x range in 

Central? 

I n-dic nea pic mnmn ate lines nowadays begin with the prefix 0900, the infamous 0190 prefix having been terminated on 
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>emb<u - 1 ?i)«ss Hovc\er, some premium su vices also use lines with the prefix 0137. which is supposed!} reserved f< 
iiico >unu)MiKous call-in events, such as *ele\otnu,. 



Premium numbers in Greece start with 901 (general purpose) and 909 (adult-only services but not active since all adult services 
operate in the 90 1 range), followed by seven digits. 



Ptvithiw nav numbers txgin with the prefix 15. Iliese number* prcn ide a range of su vices from wealhei forecasting (o adult 
Jaiio- ! y5<) numbers arc reserved solely for sex lints, and requhe a PIN. issued by \our network opeiatoi. to access 

\«i i."\ number, have officially quoted rates, set by tin. prefix, although telecom providers can charge ati additional fee for 
eaif} iw fho cull. 1 3 b numbers art charged on a per-call basis all other on a pei minute basis, hi general the pi ices increase as 
the piefh numbci increases, within the eall type range. 

i*e;tei (l-.irp.' www.iegtel.ie/) is a body which monitors the premium rate sei vices industiv in ii eland Although ;m independent 
b.xb . it can -mpose sanctions, ban advertisements and ban sen ices offered b> provider-. It is funded b> a lev\ on providers 

Italy 

There are many premium rate numbers, including 144 (disabled by default), 166, 199, 892, 899, using different fares. 0878 is 
also ,i | leiiiiiini-Kite nunibei , reserved for polls run via telephone. 



Premium numbers in The Netherlands start with 0900 (general purpose), 0906 (erotic entertainment) and 0909 (games and 
lotteries) followed by four or seven digits. When one dials such a nulnegenhonderd nummer it is enforced by law that the caller 
ied about the per minute rate. The Opto is the governing body that regulates premium rate services in the Netherlands. 

Norway 

Any telephone number starting with 82 (mostly 820/829) is charged at premium rates (82x xx xxx). 
ir«iano 

Kaiifbeis siaidnp v\ ith 70. M) and 40 are teseived loi premium- rate services. 700, 701, 707 and 300 are "general" premium-rate 

s« niers (usually ehaiged per minute), 707 and 400 are assigned for tele-voting, mass-calls and so on (usually charged per call). 
( >Ihc! numbers ( •'02-706. 709 ¥)1 W), 41) 1 -409) are reserved for future assignments. There are some other numbers in "shared 
- osts' or ' d>a!-up services" ranees, which are charged at a quite high rates (comparable with lower cost premium rates)- 8015 

1 1 leane wn Ikcembu 1. 2008, 300 and 400 numhei, aie changed imo 703 and 704 respectively, freeing up the whole 3 Ox and 
4b . Kin tv v,i the inline assignments (non-premium rate). This change will allow to accumulate all the premium rate services in 

Hie TOO 70° unee of nuinbus. 



mben are in the 0 l >0\\\\\\-098\\\\\\ range. Currently, only the 0900 block is used. [2] 

anrc i re adrmn 'Portal' L ml Click asp\''tabid=230&table=Links&field=ItemID&id=95&link==deeizie+2002 140.doc) . 
> all numbers starting with 8') were premium rate numbers. Some of those number remain as local premium 
«i the Ojx Mock remains resen ed. 
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809 is probably the ouh piemiuni piefix. Note that usually in Russia one needs to dial 8 before the area code, so premium 
numbers are usually written as 8-809-xxx-xxxx 

Slovenia 

i !i * 0 h) ps< <i\ i- used an pieniiuin tate numbers in Movuua 
ana in 

hi >!>i f!»v < Ua;»vl a« ptumuni numheis begins with P0 oi 00 I except the 800 900 and 90m, 'vhich <ue fiee the 90 i \thnh i' 
t!i '" ''» 7 which is !<ke a ptoum ial call and tht 908 whieh is like a rm tro|io!itan call) Th; moM popular piefix^ ik 
vf« |pon< bos l.-.e^) ami 806 (sei vices), also ate used 807 and «05 deviously all the numbtis stalling with 90\ <e\eq>< <>0( 9ft] 
.'(•■( "(i 1 1 «\en Uiamcd at premium rates but the 906 had been mined To 8(H. 806 and 807 and the s>08 and c) 09 preli\e- « c 
■'"•lie ! it- ' <*«K fief dulup services All (hose iminheis have M digus 

tlK: aie« rhu lan'c «oi mtoimition ei vices (\».a<hu vvhtlepages.de ) thete nc all the number faitinp v> uli I 1 8 t,u>\ 
>, :,a\ ■ .n (i dn-irs w ftp d vauahle cost per number 1182^ is bee bum 1 elefomca's telephone cabins Ptevoudv US'* wis 

1003. 

Sweien 

• are premium rate numbers. 

Switzerland 

> are premium rate numbers. 

m ,'ht i ft 'sinesi A Matkc tuw 



- v .i • Pi« i.l. ,ami fur KommuntLnioii (hitp://www.bakom.admin.ch/dienstleistungen/info/00542/00543/00561/index.hrml) 
United Kingdom 

ged at premium rates, in a similar fashion to a 900 number in North America. 
r< . M.-h 'be maas \ iitual nefho, phone calls were 0898 and 0891 along with some others (such as 033 1, 

«V{ ''M< < i <t< the I Ws, when pteimum ><rte was introduced, the main prefixes were 0055, 0066 and 0077. Premium rate 
s t -\ .„« n k i)k tattian«e fioin 10 10 mm up to £l.50/min. Drop charge rates are also available which can cost the caller 

he governing body that regulates premium rate services in the UK. They are 
to ensure that information and service providers comply with a Code of Conduct. 
j.s can impose sanctions upon providers found to be in breach of the Code of 
srvice. 

s the Mint, and also BBC's Blue Peter and Channel Four's Richard & Judy 
pmu sunn, ,\ „«. uwab iearb -lo-mui 2007) investigated for phone call irregularities relating to premium rate dialled 

Oceania 
Australia 

1 *'" ' 1 '^''^.m rau> iiumnets ^enuall/ begin with the prefix with premium-rate voice services using the prefix 
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;9«\ OS i n < I'AW wrstne mitiai prom and i<j tfu mosi common: since then t l >0l and l°fP han tdso been alioc.ilod J he '«¥)( 
l" ,m '> ! !> < 1 »' vivctl <«! 'resfi icted service s' . nherc a u>ei n.ust le.yu.r v, ith the puwide' ol the se'vvo oh that -i t «pb,n 
ii>«- iuJi -a" wees of a >-e\ual rial tire, although (his is <m the anh definition ol 'icsineied' The ptef>' IWh is lesuvui 

for premium-rate paging services. 

ii'it ' t ' '!»•'<• K^bimri" a ilii Wast <:enuallv <ised hit pteimuia *ak shoil messaee service tS VIS i -<,» V iee> on mobdt j hones 

These were originally trialled using the 1 88 prefix, 

'' ^ il" 1 )h «!>( vtroduetion of cisJiS digit number my), the pit h\ 0(155 was used fm thix purpose ano is a until Me, 
i'i ? i! i v • ha asionalh lefcnvd r<> eolloquialh is d(U*> /,?•?"& r- (pronounced duubk-oh, double -five). 

New Zealand 

In New Zealand, the prefix starts with 0900. The service is used by phone sex companies and charitable organizations. 

f is'mg inlcrnaiional-ratc calls as premium-rate numbers 

> . ,/.t , '..-ii< *i« e io .!!!)> ill premium mte m mber*, <vr>u.c op.-iptors have neon kno" ti 1o u>e kickbacks honi higfi-i >) ; 
nvd <l>i«nai> all mi dl>'o charge loi then services In tkse case* Hie calls mtv newr leave tlx u>i>mr\ otorrj-iM evoc ,h ta-ib 
t 1 .fif.'M'M ti o<inli\ callmy code for an NANI' area code) specif} mg ; count!} w lib high incoming udl laL*- Ol vr ideas 
,„«.!iiv!.-;,ari,>'i im>vuth mall fekphene companies who arc allowed to cnai <zc h\uh call terns inatioi, rets foi ir ;omaie Ion. 

1 '"' x-' 1 2« "o e>,iinm, regulations which n.ark the sen me aiea of die small phoin rwipm \ as tutaf hit> . o>i Sini e niu'i 
if not all long distance in the USA is a single rate regardless of terminating exchange for customers (but not for long distance 
> ^'ispam' s is v u n mir-i, onivctioii ^gteenieni is different k these soviet s aie "lies." loi the calltac. customer s[ 11 

(http://gigaoin.eom/2007/04/l 8/fcc-att-iowa^free-ealling/) . 

» a rh - e Ki id o] numbers have eon fused miernalronul iu,isdictioi> the) are also >ontu lines u •»od lot fi -ud 

i m ores 

' , \ F'l t. vin (hup Avwh vnno(o0K70 umD " S :vnt,«o08?0 > m„ KUi.cveJ <,» >l>08 <r, Or. 

iaa< ik„ Mies a I s (ein i!llt! Slllli s } ,, ( Vl Kljh ,'/>„; ( | w , ,o , /., „, , t l /, II », 

Aerobics and Bubble Gum to Valley of the Dolls ( 1 992). 
3. A "Consumer watchdog dreams up another free lunch" (2008-04-25). Mog.anla.net. ISSN 1797-1993. Retrieved on 2008-04-25. 
t ' i '\ eov plnnc i<< daw , unde> suu'nn <hitp n-n> s , o .ik I h» enktt.ann.eni 6i4(.K4? sfn 1 

5. A "Telecommunications Numbering Plan 1997 

"> n ' * ' ' ,,n ' ,Vl " ,n aa,uinLm"j^( in inaecnau ri'-i kH>kapm'ie\|upe^hvui 'TJOOso^' -ft 'Ope«il>ocue.,"iU " Kctuese i on 

See also 
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i ( me ,1 .! ? fklobei dud? i \ rticks with unsoiuced sntements smec !v1a\ ^(K*7 | AiticLs neediti). additional lefeien \s tietii 
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